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Art. III. — The War in the East. 

part III. 

At the date of our last paper* the general positions of the com- 
batants in Europe were about as follows : The army of the Cesaro- 
witch rested its left on the Danube, close above Bustchuk, cross- 
ing the Lorn near Bassarabo, and thence following, in general, the 
heights on the right bank of the Kara Lorn, with outposts well 
forward, and the right not very far west of Osman Bazar. A 
bridge at Pirgos facilitated the passage of supplies and reinforce- 
ments, and secured a retreat, in case of disaster, in the direction of 
the Upper Lorn. This army consisted of the twelfth and thir- 
teenth corps, with the eleventh division of the eleventh corps. 
Its front was covered by the eighth and twelfth cavalry divisions, 
and one brigade of the eleventh cavalry division. Some of these 
troops were occasionally detached to meet emergencies elsewhere. 

The headquarters of the Cesarowitch were at Bjela, where the 
main road from Tirnova to Eustchuk crosses the Jantra Eiver. 
The centre of the army of operations was at Tirnova, under Gen- 
eral Badetzky, and consisted of the eighth corps and the fourth 
rifle brigade. 

These troops were to aid in the defence of the Shipka Pass, 
and also watch the roads towards Osman Bazar and Lovatz, as 
well as the passes debouching between Elena and Tirnova. De- 
tachments held Drenova, Gabrova, Selvi, and other points, support- 
ing the troops in the Shipka and Hainkoi passes. The country 
south of the Balkans had been already evacuated by General 
Ghourka, who retired by the same pass through which he origi- 
nally crossed. 

The Bussian right held its position in front of Plevna, occupy- 
ing Poradim and Tirstenik, and consisting of the fourth and ninth 
corps, with one division of the eleventh corps ; one division of 
Boumanians had crossed the Danube, and were between Nikopoli 
and Plevna. The headquarters of the commander-in-chief were 

* North American Review, September -October, 1877, p. 246. 
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at Gorny Studen, nearly midway between Bjela and Poradim, 
and about equally distant from these places and Tirnova. The 
fifth corps was at Gorny Studen. The Turkish right held Eust- 
chuk, Basgrad, and Osman Bazar. Their centre, under Suleiman 
Pasha, held Kissanlik, and was preparing to attack the Shipka 
Pass. The Turkish left, under Osman Pasha, held Plevna and 
Lovatz. 

The Eussian main army of operations, which appears to have 
been composed of seven army corps, in addition to the cavalry 
divisions, Cossacks, and other smaller organized bodies, such as 
one brigade of rifles, the Bulgarian legion, and sundry irregular 
corps, was in a central position with strong defensive positions on 
both flanks, the front covered by the Balkans, their base well 
secured between the mouth of the Osma at Mkopoli and that of 
the Jantra at Nbvigrad, — a distance of some forty miles. 

From Sistova it is about forty miles in a direct line to Plevna, 
Tirnova, and Jaslar, on the Kara Lorn, respectively; and about 
thirty-two miles from Tirnova to the Shipka Pass. From Tirnova 
to Osman Bazar is about forty miles in a direct line, and about the 
same distance to Lovatz. Prom Plevna to Mkopoli it is about 
twenty-five miles. 

The Eussians have shown extraordinary marching capacity, and 
their central position places it in the power of an able commander 
to concentrate the greater portion of the army upon the separated 
masses of the Turks, who are broken into three distinct armies, 
with no possibility of direct and prompt communication or mutual 
support. The tenacity of the Eussian troops is so great that such 
a concentration could safely be made, even were it necessary to 
leave greatly inferior numbers for a time in front of one or more 
of the Turkish armies. 

General Zimmerman's command in the Dobrudscha was about 
eight miles in front of Tchernavoda, where the headquarters were. 
It was stated to consist, about the middle of August, of the four- 
teenth corps and one division of another corps. Kostendgi was 
held by two regiments of infantry, with five batteries in position, 
and the harbor defended by torpedoes. 

Zimmerman's command was entirely inactive, with the excep- 
tion of Cossack patrols and expeditions frequently sent to the 
front. 
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The mission of this army seems to be to hold and protect the 
important line of the Lower Danube, and to be prepared to ad- 
vance upon Silistria or Varna whenever events justify such a 
movement. 

We left the Eussians awaiting the arrival of reinforcements. 
The Turks seem to have had no general plan of campaign ; if they 
had, it will appear, as we progress with our narration, that it has 
not yet been carried into effect. 

Before proceeding it is well to refer again to some of the events 
already recorded. 

The additional details received in regard to the movements 
of General Ghourka's column do not render it necessary to change 
the general description heretofore given, although they bring out 
in bold relief the great difficulties of the task, and the indomitable 
energy, prompt decision, and admirable skill of the commander. 
The exact composition of his command was as follows : Cavalry, 
half squadron of the guards, two regiments of dragoons, one regi- 
ment of hussars, three regiments of Don Cossacks, two squadrons 
of Ural Cossacks, acting as mounted pioneers ; artillery, one bat- 
tery regular horse artillery, two batteries of Cossack artillery, and 
two batteries of mountain guns, — thirty-two guns in all ; infantry, 
one brigade (four battalions) of riflemen, four battalions of Bulga- 
rians, two companies of Kouban Cossacks. The total force amounted 
to about ten thousand of all arms. 

The movements of Ghourka do not appear to us, as some 
critics have maintained, ill advised, nor are the Eussians wrong in 
holding the Shipka Pass as they are now doing. It was of the 
first importance to the Eussians to obtain possession of at least 
one practicable pass through the Balkans before that line could be 
occupied in force by the enemy, so that when the country to the 
north was fully in the possession of the Eussians, or the Turkish 
armies there were firmly held in a position to do no damage, the 
Eussians might at once debouch upon Adrianople, and either 
cut off all the Turkish troops to the north of the Balkans or force 
them to fall back upon Constantinople by sea. The result of such 
a movement, promptly made, would probably be to give the 
Eussians possession of Eoumelia up to the line of Buyuk Chek- 
medg£. 

Ghourka's movements upon Yeni Saghra and Eski Saghra were 



442 The War in the East [Nov. 

necessary to cover his flank, to interrupt the railway communica- 
tion, and to cause such a panic and uncertainty as to enable him 
to accomplish his real purpose with the least possible danger. 

The mutual outrages and massacres of the Koumelian Chris- 
tians and Mohammedans do not appear to have been necessarily a 
consequence of this movement, and might have taken place even 
if Ghourka had not crossed the Balkans. At all events, they could 
not well have been foreseen, nor were they approved by the Eus- 
sians, and the evidence is that they did all in their power to pre- 
vent them. Those that occurred during their occupation took 
place outside of their lines. The withdrawal of Ghourka's ad- 
vanced parties from the south of the Balkans took place about the 
8th of August, when the result of the second attack upon Plevna 
made it evident that sufficient reinforcements could not be sent to 
continue the forward movement, or to hold the ground already 
gained beyond the mountains. As there was thus no hope of 
successfully opposing the advance of the overpowering force brought 
up by Suleiman Pasha, the Eussians wisely fell back upon the 
mountains, and as wisely determined to hold the Shipka and 
adjacent passes as long as practicable. 

The Shipka Pass was already fortified by the Turks against an 
attack from the north. As soon as it fell into their hands the Eus- 
sians arranged for its defence in the opposite direction, and made 
the road from the north entirely practicable for artillery and trains. 

The summit of the pass is about 4,400 feet above the sea, and 
2,300 feet above the village of Shipka. The highest point in the 
pass is a rocky hill, on which is the fort to which the Eussians 
have given the name of St. Nicholas ; on either side are ridges 
nearly parallel with the Gabrova road. Diverging from the sum- 
mit towards the south there are many ravines and valleys, which, 
although impracticable for artillery, permit infantry to turn any 
position between the summit and the base of the mountains. The 
same thing holds, looking towards the north. The summit, there- 
fore, is the vital point for both parties. If the Eussians retain it, 
they can, when the time arrives for them to debouch into Eoumelia, 
easily turn any Turkish position towards the south. If the Turks 
gain it, they will be able to interpose a formidable resistance to 
the return of the Eussians, and it will be difficult for the latter 
to prevent them from debouching into Bulgaria by some of the 



1877.] The War in the East 443 

diverging valleys referred to. So long, then, as the Eussians retain 
the pass, and the country thence to Tirnova, they effectually prevent 
the junction of Mehemet Ali with Osman Pasha, and thus greatly 
strengthen their position, as it is easier for them to hold the pass 
with a small force than it would be to defend any position near 
Gabrova or Tirnova. If Suleiman had gained the pass he could de- 
bouch upon Tirnova, and thus connect Mehemet Ali with Osman 
Pasha, or he could co-operate with either one at pleasure. More 
especially was this the case when Selvi and Lovatz were held by 
the Turks. 

On the 21st of August Suleiman commenced, with large forces, 
a series of desperate, bloody, and fruitless assaults upon the Shipka 
Pass, then held by eight companies of the Olowski regiment, three 
weak Bulgarian battalions, and sixteen guns. The remaining four 
companies of the Olowski were at Gradova, one battalion of Bulga- 
rians at Tirnova, holding the difficult pass from Kissanlik to Dre- 
nova, east of the Shipka Pass, the fourth rifle brigade was at Tir- 
nova, as well as one regiment of the Baruila brigade, the latter 
holding the Hainkoi Pass. 

We should far transcend the proper limits of this paper were we 
to enter upon a detailed description of the varying phases of the 
desperate contest which raged so long upon the summits of the Bal- 
kans. It is said that Suleiman had with him many of the best 
troops of Turkey. This may well be so, for the reckless and desper- 
ate valor with which, times without number, they flung themselves 
against the Eussian works is w T ell worthy of those bygone days when 
with all the enthusiasm inspired by a new religion, careless of death, 
sure of wealth and empire if they survived, certain of Paradise 
should they fall, there issued from Arabia that mighty stream of war- 
riors, which, like some great river increasing as it flows on, swept 
over Asia, and entered Europe in two great streams, which wellnigh 
united between the Danube and the Loire, and would have swept 
Christendom before them, save for that stern resistance offered by 
the steady valor of the Christian armies on the plains of Tours and 
under the walls of Vienna. The unburied corpses and untended 
wounded on the mountain-sides, and in all the four stricken villages 
from Shipka to Adrianople, attest the unimpaired valor of the 
Moslem. 

On the other side of these blood-stained intrenchments stood a 
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handful of brave Muscovites, who, with patient endurance and un- 
shaken courage, for three days — without sleep, almost without even 
bread and water — sternly and steadily repelled the savage attacks 
made almost uninterruptedly by fresh troops. On the afternoon of 
the third day, when the diminished numbers of the defenders were 
thoroughly worn out and their ammunition almost expended, the 
Turks were on the point of carrying positions on the flanks of the 
pass which commanded the Gabrova road. Just at this moment the 
Eussian shout was heard rising from the valley in rear of the pass, 
and the advanced guard of the fourth rifle brigade, with Eadetzky 
at their head, came rapidly up, mounted on Cossack horses. At 
once dismounting, these brave men threw themselves into the fight 
and checked the Turks until the remainder of the brigade arrived, 
when they attacked and carried the heights from which the Turks 
so seriously threatened the rear of the pass. Other reinforcements 
now came hurrying up, and the Turk's opportunity had passed. 
Nevertheless, for four days longer he continued his desperate but 
unavailing attacks. Then for some days nothing but desultory fir- 
ing or unimportant skirmishing occurred, while Suleiman was bring- 
ing up more reinforcements and making new arrangements, until 
on the 14th of September he opened a severe fire upon the Eus- 
sian works with eight-inch mortars. Having, as he supposed, made 
a decided impression upon the garrison, he suddenly assaulted on 
the morning of the 17th, and during the day made six furious at- 
tacks. The main attack was made upon Fort St. Nicholas itself. 
About three in the morning the Turks suddenly ascended the precip- 
itous approach, and gained a trench in advance of the main work. 
For some three hours dense masses rushed up in support, under a ter- 
rific fire, bringing gabions and fascines with which to intrench them- 
selves. Here they held on till noon, when they were driven out 
with terrible loss. The Eussians found three thousand dead in the 
trench and on the approaches. The stubborn Eussians lost about 
one thousand men on the 17th, but remained masters of all their 
positions. General Eadetzky commanded in person. 

The heroic and enduring courage with which the Eussians re- 
pulsed so many assaults was varied by attacks upon the Turkish 
position, in which they displayed a headlong and impetuous dash 
quite equal to that of their foes. 

Giving the troops and subordinate officers on both sides equal 
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credit for their conduct in this long contest, it must he acknowledged 
that the Eussian generals displayed much greater skill than their 
antagonists. The defence appears to have been admirably con- 
ducted throughout. The same thing cannot be said for the attack. 
It was excusable in Suleiman to attempt to carry the pass by assault 
immediately after his arrival at Kissanlik, when the Eussian garri- 
son was weak ; but, having failed in his first attempts, it was use- 
less butchery to continue his attacks after the arrival of the Eussian 
reinforcements. The only excuse for such a course would have been 
the case of a simultaneous attack in force by Mehemet Ali and 
Osman Pasha upon the Eussians in their front ; for then the per- 
sistent attacks of Suleiman would have weakened the defence else- 
where, or he would have had no reinforcements to contend against. 

But it is now clear that no such general plan existed, or that no 
attempt was made to carry it out. The probabilities are that 
Suleiman's army would have been much more useful if pushed 
across the Balkans by the Slivno Pass, so that he could have 
united with Mehemet Ali between Starevka and Osman Bazar, 
and thus have turned the Shipka by moving on Tirnova or Bjela. 
If circumstances rendered it advisable to support Osm&n Pasha 
at Plevna, then Suleiman could have crossed by the Karaul or 
Orchanie passes, and moved, if by the former, through Trojan 
on Selvi or Lovatz. While his strategy was bad, his tactics seem, 
to have been no better, for, instead of constantly hurling his masses- 
of infantry against the front of the Eussian trenches, he might 
have turned them early in the fight and perhaps prevented the 
approach of reinforcements. Instead of making good use of the 
very largely superior force at his disposal, and without the slightest 
necessity, he incurred enormous losses, — undoubtedly immensely 
greater than those of the Eussians,— and accomplished absolutely 
nothing. One important result of this long contest is the fact 
that the Bulgarian battalions fought admirably, and proved that 
with organization and discipline they can hold their own against 
their former masters. It has been stated that Suleiman has gone 
to replace Mehemet Ali in command on the Turkish right, and 
that the remnant of his army is to remain on the defensive in 
front of the Shipka Pass. 

Subsequent information in relation to the attack upon Plevna, 
on the 31st of July, does not materially affect the general con- 
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elusions at which we arrived. There would, however, appear 
to be reasons for believing that on the Eussian right Krudener 
was not quite so inactive as at first represented, and that 
Schackoskoy exceeded Krudener's instructions in pushing as far 
as he did. We mentioned that the Eussian left was covered by 
a brigade of cavalry and a battalion of infantry; this detach- 
ment was commanded by a man to whom in the course of this 
article we shall have occasion to accord a large meed of praise, 
and who has thus far shown himself one of the best and ablest of 
the Eussian generals, that is, the younger Skobeleff, then a 
major-general. This officer, who is yet a young man, first attained 
distinction in Central Asia, when, upon a certain occasion, a 
Eussian corps was retreating before a largely superior force of the 
enemy. Skobeleff, then a colonel, or perhaps of even a lower grade, 
was placed in command of a small rearguard to cover the retreat ; 
a service regarded as desperate, and shunned by officers of higher 
rank who had a reputation to lose. Skobeleff, of his own volition, 
turned upon the pursuers during the night, attacked with his small 
force, and completely routed and dispersed the enemy. On a 
larger field he has had several occasions to prove his merit and 
capacity. In the battle of Plevna, on the 31st of July, with 
his small force he worked in so close upon the Turkish right flank 
as to render it probable that with a larger force he would have 
carried the place. He materially aided in the withdrawal of 
Schackoskoy, and, alone of the Eussian commanders on that day, 
brought off all his wounded, who, thanks to his skill and care, 
were not numerous. Before recurring to the subsequent operations 
against Plevna it will be better to follow the movements of the 
Cesarowitch and Mehemet Ali, in the direction of the Lorn and 
the Jantra. About the middle of August the Cesarowitch occupied 
the general position already described, having in front of him the 
army of Mehemet Ali. By this time Easgrad was strongly in- 
trenched. Mehemet Ali's right was commanded by Eyoub Pasha, 
who, in addition to the garrisons of Eustchuk and Easgrad, is said 
to have had a disposable field force of forty thousand men. The 
left, under Mehemet in person, is stated to have consisted of 
sixty thousand men available for field operations, after deducting 
the garrisons of Shumla and other places. It is probable that 
the Egyptian contingent, from Varna, under Prince Hassan, was 
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included in the number given above. It seems clear that the 
Cesarowiteh was for a long time uncertain as to the direction of 
his antagonist's real attack, and the object he had in view ; that 
is to say, whether in connection with, or independently of Suleiman, 
he intended to advance from Osman Bazar upon Tirnova, or 
whether his line of attack would be in the direction of Kacely vo, 
Bjela, and Sistova. He therefore seems to have thought it 
necessary to break up his force into comparatively small detach- 
ments in order to observe and partially defend the whole of the 
long line he occupied, and at the same time hold his left as near 
Eustchuk as possible. 

From about the middle to the 29th of August various small 
affairs took place on or near the upper course of the Kara Lorn, 
as, for instance, at Jaslar, Sultankoi, Kezlar, Kerecim, etc. Some 
of these were the result of reconnoissances made by the Eussians 
for the purpose of ascertaining the position and intentions of 
the enemy; others were Turkish attacks, as a part of their 
plan for driving in the Eussian right, and forcing them entirely 
across the line of the Lorn. In all these affairs the Eussians were 
in much inferior force, and displayed great tenacity, always holding 
their positions for a long time, and to the last moment, and re- 
tiring in good order. On the 23d the Turks attacked Jaslar, and 
were repulsed ; later in the day they returned to the attack in 
large force, when the Eussians, after a sharp contest, withdrew to 
Sultankoi. The Turks intrenched at Jaslar, and showed a con- 
siderable force there. 

On the 29th Mehemet Ali attacked the Eussians at Karahas- 
sankoi, and finally drove them over the Lorn, where they took 
position near Popkoi on the left bauk. 

The Turks did not follow up this success, but moved a portion 
of their troops up the right bank of the Kara Lom, and effected a 
junction with Eyoub Pasha, coming from Easgrad. On the 4th 
of September a detachment from the garrison of Eustchuk at- 
tacked the Eussians at Kadikoi but were finally repulsed. 

On the 5th the Eussians at Kacely vo — five battalions, eight 
squadrons, and some artillery — were attacked by about three times 
their numbers ; they resisted the attack for nearly six hours, when, the 
Turks being heavily reinforced, they were driven across the Lom, 
and fell back to Ostritza. At the same time a Eussian detachment 
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at Ablava was attacked by a large force, but held its ground. On 
the same day the Turks made fruitless attacks at Popkoi and 
Kadikoi, on the extreme right and left of the Eussians. 

The result of the affair at Kacelyvo appears to have been that 
the Eussians abandoned the line of the Kara Lorn, above the 
mouth of the Banicka Lorn, which comes in from the southwest 
about six miles below Kacelyvo, and took up new and more concen- 
trated position, or, to express it more accurately, they drew in their 
outposts and occupied the position prepared in advance for the 
contingency of an attack in force by Mehemet Ali. 

The left of this line rests on the Danube in the vicinity of 
Metcka, about fifteen miles southwest of Eustchuk, and is near 
the intrenched camp of Tristenik, occupied by the twelfth corps, 
on the direct road from Bjela to Eustchuk. 

Hence the line extends in front of Obertini and Monastiv to the 
Banicka Lorn near its mouth, and follows the line of that stream 
to a point south of Cherkovna and Cavikoi, and thence tends 
baek to the Jantra. The important points of this position are 
stated to be strongly intrenched, and there is ample force to hold it. 

Several affairs of outposts and detachments now took place, but 
none of any importance until the 20th of September, when the 
Turks in considerable force attacked the Eussian position near 
Cherkovna, endeavoring to secure a foothold on the left bank of the 
Banicka Lorn. They were completely repulsed with considerable 
loss. 

Since the battle of Cherkovna no fighting of importance has 
taken place. It seems to be established that on the 24th of Sep- 
tember Mehemet Ali fell back to the line of the Kara Lorn. It is 
fair to infer that he found the Eussian left and centre too strong 
for attack ; it remains to be seen whether he will renew the at- 
tempt further on the Eussian right, or remain inactive on the Lorn 
until in his turn assailed by the Eussians. 

If it be true that Suleiman has replaced Mehemet Ali in com- 
mand of the Turkish army of Shumla, we may expect that his 
advent to the command will be marked by some very desperate 
but not well-arranged attack upon the Cesarowitch. But the latter 
has his army well in hand, in good positions, and must be by this 
time strongly reinforced, so that he would rather court than avoid 
the contest. 
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The operations around Plevna have assumed so much import- 
ance that it is desirable to give a short description of the region in 
which it is situated. The field of operations of which Plevna is 
the central point of interest is bounded by the rivers Osma and 
Isker on the east and west, by the Danube and the Balkans on 
the north and south. It is about sixty-five miles in length, from 
north to south, and varies from twenty-five to fifty miles in width 

This area is divided into two nearly equal parts by the river 
Wid, whose general course is nearly north and south, and it is in 
the valley of the Wid that Plevna is situated. From the foot-hills 
of the Balkans to the Danube the ground slopes gradually down, 
terminating in crests or bluffs of considerable height above that 
river. The Osma, Wid, and Isker all rise in the Balkans, and each 
is formed by the union of several branches, draining as many val- 
leys of the main and foot hills. In their course to the Danube 
each of these rivers receives many small streams, which, in the 
course of ages, have excavated deep valleys and ravines in the 
sloping plateau. The consequence is that the region in question 
is much cut up by valleys, deep ravines, and lofty hills, and 
abounds in strong positions which offer great advantages to an army 
on the defensive. The main streams, which run nearly north and 
south, with their bounding ridges, present great obstacles to the 
attack of an army moving east or west, while the smaller branches 
often afford good protection against attacks upon the flanks of the 
main position. The nature of the country westward from the 
Isker towards Widdin is such that numerous strong positions pre- 
sent themselves for an army operating to cover the latter place, 
and so long as the Turks hold the line of the Balkans in that direc* 
tion, these positions become stronger as you proceed westward, for 
the reason that the Balkans continually approach the Danube, and 
thus shorten the defensive lines. But any of these positions west 
of the Wid, and more particularly west of the Isker, would be of 
little avail to the Turks for the reason that they would be too far 
away to threaten seriously the Eussian lines of supply and com- 
munication through Mkopoli and Sistova. 

Herein is the chief value to tlie Turks of their position at 
Plevna, that it is so near the Eussian lines of communication that 
the latter must either drive them back, or leave a large force in 
their front to hold them in check, while they operate elsewhere; 
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As the Russians and Roumanians practically hold the line of the 
Danube from Pirgos to the immediate vicinity of Widdin, all of 
the positions we have referred to can be turned by crossing the 
Danube in force in their rear, or by the entrance of Servia into the 
contest. Whether the Russians will avail themselves of their re- 
inforcements to gain the rear of Plevna remains to be seen. The 
upper courses of the streams mentioned above cut through moun- 
tains and high hills, traversing deep gorges and narrow valleys ; here 
the population is sparse, supplies are rare, and the country very 
difficult, if not impracticable, for masses of troops, with their 
artillery and trains, except by the roads. Before reaching the lati- 
tude of Plevna the valleys widen and become fertile and populous, 
while the plateaus between the main streams become more open 
and quite practicable for the movement of armies, although still 
abounding in very formidable defensive positions. 

Plevna is not immediately upon the banks of the Wid, but 
about four miles to the east, in a large valley, on a branch formed 
by the union of the Grivitza, Radichevo, Tutchenitza, Bogot, and 
other small streams. The valleys of these streams have between 
them, or on either side, the high ridges or plateaus upon which are 
the great redoubts and lines of works which have so well with- 
stood the fierce attacks of the Russians. The most northerly of 
these branches is the Grivitza, whose course is nearly at right 
angles with the Wid. Just north of the Grivitza is a high ridge 
bordering the stream from its head to Oponetz on the Wid. On 
this ridge, close by the head of the little stream, is what has 
been called the central redoubt of Grivitza, not long since cap- 
tured by the Russians ; just west of this, on the same ridge, is 
the second great redoubt, which the Roumanians are now attack- 
ing by regular approaches; from this there extends along the 
summit of the ridge a line of works reaching as far as Oponetz. 
The capture of the redoubt now being attacked by the Roumanians 
will go far towards making this line of works untenable. South 
of the great redoubt, which occupies a strong salient in the general 
line, and on the ridge between the Grivitza and the Radichevo is 
another work, and between the Radichevo and the Tutchenitza still 
another. These works, from the Grivitza to the Tutchenitza, will 
probably also be untenable when the second redoubt falls, and so 
will be a portion of the remainder of the line, which after crossing 
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the Tutchenitza bends square to the west, reaching the Wid near 
the mouth of a small stream which joins it near Dubnik. Within 
this portion of the line is a second line, facing also to the east. 
This forms a species of citadel, leaving the town of Plevna out- 
side. On the left bank of the Wid, quite near the stream, are three 
or four small works looking westward. 

Our knowledge of the defences of Plevna is necessarily imper- 
fect, but such as it is, it leads to the opinion that the fall of the 
second Grivitza redoubt will carry with it the greater part, if not 
the whole, of the outer line of defences, and at once enable the 
Eussians to throw a larger force in rear of the position. 

Outside of the immediate position of Plevna, Lovatz is a point 
of great importance. It is in the valley of the Osma, and is the 
meeting-point of several important roads ; for instance, one from 
the Karaul Pass through Trojan, others from minor passes to the 
west, roads leading from the Orchanie Pass, and others leading 
to the west and north in rear of Plevna. From Lovatz roads 
also lead eastward to Selvi, Tirnova, and Drenova, and northward 
to the flank and rear of the Eussians in front of Plevna. The 
possession of Lovatz by the Turks enabled them to threaten 
the left flank and rear of the Eussian army of Plevna, and facili- 
tated their junction with Suleiman, had he forced the Shipka 
Pass, or, with Mehemet Ali, had he moved from Osman Bazar 
upon Tirnova.. 

Now that the Eussians hold it, the Turks have lost these ad- 
vantages, and its possession permits the former to operate against 
the right flank and communications of Osman Pasha. Its capture 
was a great advantage to the Eussians and a serious loss to the 
Turks. Selvi, although not literally within the immediate theatre 
of operation, we have described, is very closely connected with it, 
and is of great importance to the Eussians. To the westward 
Orchanie, at the northern end of the Balkan pass of the same name, 
is a point which the Turks will naturally intrench and hold for 
the purpose of securing the retreat of Osman Pasha, should he be 
driven out of Plevna. The possession of Lovatz enables the Eus- 
sians to reach it with their left wing before the main Turkish 
force at Plevna can do so. Eadomirzy, where the main road from 
Plevna to Orchanie and Sophia crosses a branch of the Isker, is a 
point which the Eussians may reach from Lovatz or from the 
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north, and which may play an important part before the end of 
the siege of Plevna, or in the operations to prevent the supply 
and relief of the place. 

Soon after the middle of August the Kussians were reinforced 
by the second and third divisions of infantry, and the third 
brigade of rifles, all of which were moved in the direction of 
Plevna and Lovatz. A large number of recruits also arrived 
about the same time to fill up the regiments which had suffered 
most severely, especially in the ninth corps. On the 22d a 
Turkish force advanced from Lovatz upon Selvi, but were re- 
pulsed without the aid of the reinforcements sent in that direction 
On the 25th the main body of the Eoumanian army commenced the 
passage of the Danube. On the 31st Osman Pasha, with twenty- 
five thousand men, moved out of his lines at Plevna and attacked 
the Russian outposts in the vicinity of Pelisat. He carried the 
latter place, and advanced somewhat beyond it, when, encountering 
the Russians in force, he was driven back. He held Pelisat with 
great determination, but was finally driven out of it, and back into 
hia lines with heavy loss. The Russians regained all their posi- 
tions. About the 1st of September Prince Charles of Roumania 
was placed in command of the combined Russian and Roumanian 
troops operating against Plevna ; there is some uncertainty as to 
the exact powers intrusted to him, but the weight of evidence ap- 
pears to be to the effect that he has the direct command, under 
the general orders of the Grand Duke commanding in chief. On 
the 3d of September Lovatz was successfully attacked by the 
Russians : the importance of this position, and the very creditable 
manner in which the attack was conducted merit a brief descrip- 
tion. 

Lovatz is on the Osma River, in a circular valley surrounded 
by hills rising gently to the height of some six hundred feet. The 
bottom of the valley is about three fourths of a mile in diameter, 
while it is £ome miles from crest to crest of the encircling hills, 
whose gentle slopes, intersected by ravines, and well covered with 
crops and trees> afford good cover for troops. The bottom of the 
valley is crossed by a southeast and northwest ridge, some hun- 
dred feet high, through which the river has cut its way. On 
the extremities of this; ridge are the redoubts forming the key 
points of the Turkish position. Lovatz has about twelve thou- 
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sand inhabitants, principally Turks, and is a closely built and dirty 
city, blessed with a charming situation. 

The main road from Selvi enters the amphitheatre from the 
east, and thence turns northward to Plevna. As already stated, 
the position of Lovatz is strategically important, and its posses- 
sion was very necessary to the Eussians as a part of the projected 
operations against Plevna. 

The attack was intrusted to Prince Imeretinski, with Skobeleff 
under his orders. 

The Eussian force engaged amounted to about twenty-two thou- 
sand men, and consisted of Imeretinski's own division, the second, 
one brigade of the third division, Dobrovolski's third rifle brigade, 
some detached regiments, a brigade of Cossack cavalry, and ten 
batteries. The Turkish force is somewhat uncertain, but is repre- 
sented by themselves to have consisted of about ten battalions, 
with an uncertain number of guns. 

On the morning of the 2d September Skobeleff gained posses- 
sion of two peaks of the crest encircling Lovatz just north of the 
Selvi road ; the Turks held the rest of the amphitheatre. Some . 
redoubts and numerous lines of strong rifle-pits covered the ap- 
proaches to Lovatz in all directions. 

During the night of the 2d and 3d the Eussian troops were 
quietly brought into position behind the crest of the hills, and in 
the vicinity of the Selvi road. The right wing was under the com- 
mand of General Dobrovolski, the left under Skobeleff, the reserve 
tinder General Engmann. About six o'clock on the morning of the 
3d the batteries were in position and opened fire. 

At seven o'clock -Dobrovolski began his advance upon some small 
hills on the right bank of the Osma, where in addition to the rifle- 
pits were two redoubts without artillery. By ten o'clock these 
redoubts and all the lines on that side were carried. As soon as 
this result was reached, Skobeleff moved to the attack of the 
redoubt on the eastern end of the cross ridge referred to as inter- 
secting the bottom of the valley. His advance was covered by a 
heavy fire of artillery, and by one o'clock he had complete posses- 
sion of the redoubt, and with it of the town of Lovatz. There 
now remained the strong work on the western end of the cross 
ridge. 

At half past two the preparations for attacking this work were 
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complete. To reach the base of the ridge on which it was situated, 
it was necessary to cross a plain about half a mile wide, most of it 
entirely open. But under cover of their artillery the Kussian in- 
fantry advanced rapidly under a very heavy but ill-directed fire. 

After several feints to withdraw the attention of the Turks from 
the true point of attack, the final rush was made, and the work 
carried. The defenders held out bravely, and few escaped. The 
whole of the Turkish position was now in the hands of the Eus- 
sians, whose loss was less than one thousand men, while that of 
the Turks was much heavier ; the Eussians state that they buried 
twenty-two hundred Turkish dead. The slight loss of the Eussians 
was due partly to the fact that the Turks fired too high, but mainly 
to the skilful handling of the Eussian generals, who, far from re- 
peating the blunders of Plevna, never exposed masses to a heavy 
fire. The capture of Lovatz was very important, not alone from 
its strategical value, but from the proof it affords of what Eussian 
troops can do when well handled. 

On the following day Osman Pasha attempted to recapture 
Lovatz, but was readily repulsed. 

The operations against Lovatz were preliminary to the renewal 
of active operations against Plevna. During the night of the 6th 
and 7th of September the Eussians placed several batteries in posi- 
tion, and on the morning of the 7th opened a heavy fire upon the 
Eussian works. This fire continued during the day. During the 
following night the batteries were brought nearer to the front, and 
kept up the cannonade all day ; on the afternoon of the 8th the 
second and third divisions, on the extreme Eussian left, occupied 
the heights south of Olcagas with moderate loss. 

During the forenoon of the 9th the Turks made a sortie against 
Imeretinski and Skobeleff on the extreme Eussian left, but were 
repulsed with heavy loss. During the same day the Eoumanians, 
coming from Verbitza, closed in from the north, occupying the 
ground from the Wid to the Eussian right near Grivitza, so that 
Plevna was now completely hemmed in on the eastern side of the 
Wid. The positions of the allied troops were then about as follows : 
the third, fourth, and second Eoumanian divisions, in the order 
named, extending from Bivolar to the vicinity of Grivitza ; the fifth 
Eussian division east of the great redoubt, the thirty-first south of 
the fifth, the thirtieth with its left at Eadichevo, the sixteenth on 
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its left extending to the Bogot stream, the third and second divis- 
ions prolonging the line towards the west as far as the Karagui 
stream. Headquarters and the reserve at Poradim. During the 
night of the 9th and 10th new batteries were established by the 
Eussians still closer to the Turkish lines, and the artillery fire was 
well maintained during the following day. 

On the 11th the assault was made upon the great redoubt at 
Grivitza, and upon the redoubts south of Olcagas, commanding the 
Turkish line of retreat by the Sophia road. 

The attack upon the latter was intrusted to Skobeleff, who had 
under his command four regiments of the line, four battalions of 
rifles, and some twenty guns. In order to place his men in position 
to attack the redoubt in his immediate front, it was necessary to 
occupy a hill not far from the work. While engaged in effecting 
this, the Turks made a desperate attack, which extended consider- 
ably to SkobelefFs right. After severe fighting this attack was re- 
pulsed, and the hill occupied by the Eussians, who now brought 
their guns within short range, and opened a very rapid fire upon 
the works. Late in the afternoon he ordered forward two regi- 
ments of the line, and two battalions of rifles, with directions not 
to fire, but to rush for the redoubt. With music playing, the line ad- 
vanced rapidly, closely watched by Skobeleff. The fire was terrific, 
and the assaulting party began to hesitate ; at once he threw for- 
ward another regiment, and thus carried the line still farther to- 
ward the redoubt. Again the line hesitates, and he throws in his 
last regiment, which carries it nearly to the edge of the ditch. 
Here they waver again under the murderous fire, when Skobeleff 
puts himself at the head of the two remaining battalions of rifles, 
and with the most conspicuous gallantry leads his command over 
the parapet into the work. Few of the garrison escaped, but the 
hillside was covered with some two thousand dead and wounded 
Eussians. 

Meanwhile other partial attacks had been made without suc- 
cess, but in the vicinity of Grivitza very serious fighting had 
occurred. 

About one o'clock a division of the fourth corps assaulted one of 
the large central redoubts, near Grivitza, but was repulsed. At 
four o'clock twelve battalions renewed the attack, reached the 
ditch, and at one time even entered the work, but after displaying 
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the greatest courage, they were at length driven back with heavy- 
loss. About the same time the Roumanians had three times 
assaulted the great central redoubt in vain, though they fought 
splendidly. 

Finally, about seven o'clock a fresh column, consisting of six 
Russian and one Roumanian battalion, renewed the assault upon 
the central redoubt, and carried it. 

Thus at nightfall the Russians, at heavy cost, had carried the 
Plevna lines at two points, that where Skobeleff attacked being 
probably the more important, as having a bearing on the Turkish 
line of retreat. 

Next day the Turks attempted the recapture of the central 
redoubt, but were repulsed by the allies, losing heavily in the 
attempt. Several desperate attacks were made upon Skobeleff, 
who early declared his position untenable without reinforcements, 
and advised that he should be strengthened sufficiently to enable 
him to carry the neighboring works. Five times did he repel the 
Turkish attacks, with great losses on both sides. Unfortunately 
for the Russians no reinforcements reached him, except one single 
regiment, reduced to a thousand men, which arrived too late. The 
inactivity of the Russians on other points permitted Osman Pasha 
to concentrate large numbers of fresh troops against Skobeleff, so 
that about five o'clock in the afternoon a sixth assault terminated 
in driving the exhausted remnant of, the Russians out of the work 
they had won so gallantly and held so obstinately. 

It is clear that his superiors did not appreciate the value of the 
position he had carried at such a fearful cost. It is clear, also, 
that the previous repulses had not yet taught them the folly of 
recklessly throwing away the lives of brave men by dashing them 
against earthworks held by troops armed with breech-loaders. 
Since the occurrences we have so briefly described, the allies seem 
to have settled down to the work of a regular siege, and as the 
able and experienced Todleben has been called to the front, we 
may reasonably expect that the bloody errors of the past will be 
redeemed in the future by all that skill can accomplish. The only 
event of importance near Plevna since the 12th of September has 
been the entrance of at least one reinforcement of ten thousand 
men, with a large convoy of provisions and ammunition. 

It is so strange that this has been permitted by the allies that 
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we hesitate to comment upon it until possessed of more ample 
information. With the reinforcements stated, probably with truth, 
to be daily arriving on the Danube, it is still possible for the 
Eussians to take advantage of their fine central position, and 
strike heavy blows before the winter sets fully in. But so many 
gross blunders have been committed, so many golden oppor- 
tunities lost, that it is more than idle to speculate upon the 
future. 

The more complete information received since the middle of 
August in regard to operations in Armenia already described 
contains nothing to impair the substantial accuracy of the 
statements made in the September number. The opinion that 
the Eussians undertook the offensive in insufficient strength, that 
they divided their forces too much, and that the affair of Zevin 
was ill-advised, is confirmed. It appears to be fully established 
that in the affair of Taghir the Eussians took the initiative, and, 
advancing upon the Turks, who were preparing to attack them, 
utterly routed them, inflicting great losses, and capturing many 
guns and prisoners with slight loss to themselves. 

In the battle of Eshek Kalias, on the 21st of June, Tergukas- 
soff had only eight battalions against nineteen attacking under 
Muktar Pasha. The Turks were repulsed with heavy losses. The 
Eussians held their position until the afternoon of the 27th, when 
their rearguard abandoned it, without being at all disturbed by 
the enemy, who did not even pursue them closely enough to 
ascertain what road they had taken. It is now clear that Ter- 
gukassoff's retreat was caused by the news of Melikoff's repulse 
at Zevin, and the threatening attitude of the force besieging 
Bayazeth in his rear. 

With admirable skill the Eussian kept the vastly superior 
force of his pursuers completely out of reach, carried off all his 
supplies, all of his wounded and material of all kinds, and also 
escorted the Christian families fleeing from the merciless clutches 
of the Turkish irregulars. The Turkish official accounts to the 
effect that he abandoned his stores, weapons, ammunition, and 
animals, and that he buried his guns, were absolutely false, as were 
also their accounts of cutting off numerous stragglers. 

The retreat was conducted with perfect order, in a leisurely 
manner, and with complete success, through KarakiUissa and 
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Dijadin, upon Igdyr. Here Tergukassoff placed the Christian 
refugees in safety, replenished his supplies, and received a small 
reinforcement from Erivan. 

Ismail Pasha, the commander of the pursuing force, now en- 
camped at Mousin, on the western shore of Lake Balykly, appar- 
ently under the impression that he had finally disposed of his 
antagonist. 

Meanwhile Bayazeth, garrisoned by two Eussian battalions 
and some twelve hundred Cossack cavalry, had been approached, 
on the 14th of June, by Faik Pasha, who brought from Van six 
regular battalions, two batteries, and from eight thousand to ten 
thousand irregular horsemen, principally Kurds. On the 19th the 
Russian commandant, leaving two companies in the citadel, moved 
out with his small force to Topanich, some ten miles to the south- 
east, but was soon compelled to retire. The infantry reached the 
citadel in safety, but the Cossacks, surrounded by an overpower- 
ing force, surrendered. Hardly had they laid down their arms 
when the greater part of them were murdered in cold blood by 
the Kurds ; the remnant being taken towards the Van, after being 
badly maltreated, and more of them murdered on the way. 

The garrison being now confined to the citadel, the Kurds en- 
tered the town, where they ruthlessly murdered the men, women, 
and children of the one hundred and sixty-five Christian families 
residing in Bayazeth ; it is stated that, including Cossacks, twenty- 
four hundred people were killed and left unburied, after their 
bodies had been subjected to mutilation too horrible and revolt- 
ing to be described. It should be remembered that these accounts 
do not come from Russian sources, but from English officers and 
civilians in positions to ascertain the truth. The garrison of 
the citadel held out most gallantly, notwithstanding the priva- 
tions which fell to their lot. 

Tergukassoff marched out of Igdyr on the 10th of July, and at 
dawn of the 13th appeared in front of Bayazeth with eight bat- 
talions, twenty-four guns, fifteen squadrons of Cossacks, and four 
of dragoons. A portion of the investing force held a line of 
heights commanding the town ; this position was at once attacked 
and carried by the Russians. The retiring Turks were now rein- 
forced by a brigade of eight battalions, eight hundred cavalry, and 
a battery sent from Mousin by Ismail Pasha. This combined 
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force was at once attacked and driven away in disorder. The 
result was that the Turks lost four guns, five hundred killed, and 
eight hundred prisoners, besides a large number of wounded. The 
Russians now withdrew the garrison of the citadel, with all the 
sick, wounded, and material, blew up the works, and on the next 
day returned unmolested to Igdyr. 

The more complete information now in our possession in regard 
to the operations of General TergukassofY confirms the impression 
previously expressed in regard to his high qualities as a soldier. 

Nothing is to be added to the account already given of the bat- 
tle of Zevin-Dooz, except that the Russian losses were much less 
than at first supposed, probably not much over a thousand. That 
the Turkish success was not very decided may be inferred from 
the deliberate manner in which the Russians fell back upon Kars. 
They remained two days within two miles of the field of battle, and 
then proceeded by short marches, with an occasional day of rest, 
until they rejoined the troops in front of Kars. 

The Turkish official statements that they defeated the Russians 
at, and drove them out of Mellidooz, Sara Kamysch, Beghli Ach- 
met, etc., in succession, are said, by the London " Times " corre- 
spondent with the Turkish army, to be absolutely false, as the 
Turks did not even come in sight of the enemy at any of these 
places. 

The only explanation of Melikoff 's retreat, after Zevin-Dooz, is 
to be found in the supposition that the Russian commander-in- 
chief at length came to the conclusion that he was attempting too 
much with insufficient forces, and that TergukassofY was too 
weak to advance and unite with Melikoff, and that he therefore 
determined to fall back towards the frontier, concentrate his scat- 
tered forces, bring up reinforcements, and inaugurate a new cam- 
paign. It is difficult to believe that the repulse at Zevin was in 
itself sufficient to account for the complete change of plan. 

On the 26th of July the army of Melikoff had taken up its new 
position at Kurukdere, Gulweren, and Tashkah. TergukassofY 
was still at Igdyr. Muktar soon occupied and intrenched a posi- 
tion opposite that of Melikoff, and not far distant. We have not 
been able to obtain any definite and satisfactory information in 
regard to the reinforcements which may have reached the Russian 
armies in Armenia. It appears that, notwithstanding the Turks 
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have evacuated the points they held on the coast of the Black Sea 
north of Batoum, the insurrection of various mountain tribes con- 
tinues, and must still cause no little embarrassment to the Eus- 
sians. 

Frequent skirmishes have taken place in front of Kars and near 
Igdyr, few of them of any importance. 

On the 18th of August Melikoff advanced towards the Turkish 
positions, and withdrew after a good deal of cannonading and some 
infantry fighting ; from the description given the affair seems to 
have partaken more of the nature of a reconnoissance than a real 
attack. 

On the 25th the Turks carried the height of Kizil Tepe, one of 
the advanced Eussian positions. According to the Turkish ac- 
count the hill was held by five battalions, and carried after a short 
struggle. The account from the Eussian side is that, in conse- 
quence of the departure of a division sent to reinforce Tergukas^ 
soff, the hill was held by a single company without artillery. In- 
formation had been received at the Eussian headquarters of the 
attack intended by the Turks, and orders were given that a battal- 
ion and a battery should be sent to strengthen the garrison during 
the night, but the order was not carried out. Meanwhile the 
Turks had learned the Eussian countersign, and, availing them- 
selves of this, they surprised the small garrison and carried the 
hill. Whichever may be the true account, it is certain that the 
Turks gained the position and kept it, in spite of the efforts of the 
Eussians to regain it during the day. 

The latest news from Armenia is to the effect that serious fight- 
ing occurred in front of Kars on the 2d and 3d of October, but 
the reports are so contradictory and there is so complete an ab- 
sence of details that it is as yet impossible to form an opinion as 
to the result. It has been definitely stated that the force of Tergu- 
kassoff has been reduced to twelve or even eight battalions, 
which indicates a concentration in front of Alexandropol for some 
important movement, of which the affairs of the 2d and 3d were 
probably the result. 

Tergukassoff still holds his own at Igdyr, guarding the ap- 
proaches to Erivan against the vastly superior forces of Ismail 
Pasha. Ardahan is still held by the Eussians. Since the with- 
drawal of Suleiman from Montenegro, the gallant mountaineers 
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have again taken the offensive. On the 9th of September Mk- 
sich at last fell into their hands, and since that time the Duga 
Pass, controlling the approach to Niksich from Herzsogovina, has 
likewise come into their possession. 

Unless the combats of the 2d and 3d of October prove more 
important and decisive than now appears probable, the con- 
dition of affairs in Armenia is practically the same as it was in 
August, except that the Turks have probably withdrawn some of 
the troops from Batoum to reinforce their European army. In the 
Trans- Caucasus the Turks have evacuated Soukhum Kale and the 
other points on the shore of the Black Sea which they held during 
the summer, thus relieving some of the Eussian troops, and per- 
mitting them to act more decisively in repressing the insurrection 
among the mountain tribes. 

In Europe the Eussians have lost men and time ; on the other 
h&nd, they have received reinforcements, have demonstrated their 
ability to hold the Shipka Pass, and in front of Plevna, as well as 
in the direction of the Lorn, are in better position to resist attack 
or to strike heavy blows. As in Armenia, so in Europe, they en- 
tered upon the campaign with means inadequate to the end in view. 
It is probable that that error is now rectified on the Danube, but, 
remembering the exaggeration of their original force, it is wiser to 
suspend judgment on this head until events have demonstrated the 
true state of the case. The chances of success are still decidedly 
in their favor, if their leaders, like Skobeleff, Tergukassoff, Imeretin- 
ski, Ghourka, Eadetzky, and a few others, prove that they have the 
ability to use aright the admirable qualities of the Eussian soldiers. 

George B. McClellan. 

October 12, 1877. 

P. S. The information received since this article went to press 
appears to establish the fact that the Eussian army in front of 
Kars has gained a success which is decisive of the campaign in 
that quarter, and will, if the season permits, possibly lead to the 
fall of Kars and Erzeroum before winter sets in. The probabil- 
ities of important successes for the Eussians in Europe are still 
great. 

October 20. 
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